Feeding and breeding of laboratory animals 259 The average number of young weaned per pregnancy is an arbitrary but convenient way of expressing reproductive performance. It takes into account abortions, litter size and weaning rate, changes in any or all of which would give evidence of dietary insufficiency. On this basis there were no trends towards a reduction in performance in successive generations (Table 1 ) and the weaning rate was maintained at the normal level throughout the period of observation (average 85%). For comparison the weaning rates of the two parent colonies recorded during the previous year have been added to the graph. 
SUMMARY
The stock diet for rats and mice, diet 41 cubed, can be rendered sterile to broth by autoclaving at 15 lb./sq. in. for 20 min. without impairment of the nutritive value for breeding mice.
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